Cheshire Apprentice in National Award Final
Kerry Batey, 21, a gifted Cheshire retail manager has reached the final of a National Apprenticeship Award. Kerry was one of just four finalists in the Skillsmart Retail Apprentice of the Year Award – a prize which will be presented by BBC2’s Dragons’ Den star Theo Paphitis in September 09.

Kerry was shortlisted for the final after she completed an Apprenticeship with Cheshire Oaks Retail Academy whilst working at NIKE Outlet Store, Ellesmere Port. The judges chose her as a finalist because after completing her Level 2 Apprenticeship she is now often left in charge of NIKE’s largest European factory store aged just 21.

Kerry said: “I have worked long and hard to get where I am today. I have now proved that there is a career in retail and I have something tangible to show in my Apprenticeship. Doing my Apprenticeship has underpinned everything I have learned in the workplace and has helped me to achieve so much, so young.”

Kerry’s Apprenticeship was overseen by staff from Cheshire Oaks Retail Academy, a training provider which recently became part of the National Skills Academy for Retail. Her assessor Roz Hunter said: “I have seen Kerry develop immensely during the completion of her Apprenticeship. Her retail skills have improved considerably with the extra responsibilities and her self-confidence has blossomed. She takes the role very seriously, taking a great deal of pride in all she strives to achieve.”

Beverley Paddey, Head of Standards and Qualifications at Skillsmart Retail, the skills body behind the award, said:  “Kerry has made a fantastic contribution to her business through the Apprenticeship and the responsibility that her store has given her is just one example of her enthusiasm. She has shown incredible determination and helps the business and I wish her the best of luck.”

